A Google fight between seizure and syncope Dear Editor, Each day millions of people worldwide use the search engine Google to look for online health-related information. Googlefight is a website that allows users to compare the number of search results returned by Google for two competing queries.
much more rarely (estimated cumulative lifetime incidence of 4% in general population 3, 4 ). Consequently, epilepsy (defined as the occurrence of at least two unprovoked seizures) is much less common as syncope (age-adjusted incidence of epilepsy of 44 per 100,000 person-years 3 ). To evaluate how often people search the engine Google to look for online information related to epilepsy and syncope, we entered the set of key-words ''seizure'', ''syncope'', ''faint'', and ''fainting'' at the ''Googlefight'' main page (available at: http://www.googlefight.com/, accessed 23.09.13).
Overall considered, we found that the terms, which got the biggest number of results on Google were those related to syncope (syncope 423,000; fainting 754,000; faint 4,830,000; total number of searches related to syncope: 6,007,000). This finding is in accordance with the high incidence of syncope in the general population. However, the total number of searches related to syncope (6,007,000) only slightly exceeded that related to epilepsy (epilepsy: 2,720,000; seizure 3,140,000; total number of searches related to epilepsy/seizure: 5,860,000). Considering that seizure and epilepsy are much rarer events than syncope, the number of searches related to epileptic events is surprisingly high, and it suggests that Internet searches mirror patients' fears and worries about seizures (and epilepsy), which are perceived as events with a higher seriousness than syncope.
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